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There’s no time like the present
for bringing back a once-admired plant

PICKING ...

anking cherry {Prunus tomento-
N sa} was introduced into North

America in 1882 and was imme-
diately met with enthusiasm. Here was
a plant that, even in its wild state, pos-
sessed a rare combination of beauty,
hardiness and tasty fruit.

Around the turn of the century,
USDA plant explorer Frank Meyer
shipped a box of 42,000 Nanking cherry
seeds from China ic the US. Prominent
horticulturists of that time were im-
pressed with the plant’s potential. One
— Ulysses P. Hedrick of the New York
State Agricultural Experiment Station
— wrote in 1915 that Nanking cherry
was “a promising plant for domestica-
tion and of particular merit for small
gardens and cold regions.”

In 1929, Dr. George Slate, also of the
New York Station, wrote that “‘charsc-
ters exist which, if combined in one
individual, will make a worthwhile ad-
dition to our list of cultivated plants.”
And, in 1937, Nanking cherry was one
of a handful of plants highlighted in a

.- book by USDA breeder George Darrow

nder the chapter titled, “Unusual Op-
portunifies in Plant Breeding.”

Also in the 1930s, the National Nur-
seryman devoted almost an entire issue
to Nanking cherry. The editor summed
up industry sentiment by saying, “...

Americun Nurseryman
November 15. 1692

48

there is a future ahead for Prunus tom-
entosa. Just who is going to take the
final credit, it is hard to say.”

So, what happened to this plant’s pop-
ularity? Today, Nanking cherry is
planted only occasionally for its orna-
mental value and even more rarely for
its fruit. Its genetic potential remains
untapped. Perhaps the plant’s folerance
for rugged climates has caused it to be
overlooked for use in places where cli-
mates are more congenial. Or perhaps
its telative anonymity results from an
identity problem; its many common
names include Manchu cherry, downy
cherry, mountain cherry, Mongolian
cherry and Chinese bush cherry.

Nanking cherry is native to central
Asia, but has naturalized from Japan
and Korea west across China to Turkes-
tan and the Himalayas. The plant is a
spreading shrub or small tree, usually
wider than its 9- to 15-foot height, and
dense with twigs. “Hardy” is an apt
designation; this shrub will grow under
semiarid conditions and, in a single
year, will endure searing summer heat
and a snowless winter with tempera-
tures as low as —40°.

This plant provides visual delight
three out of the four seasons. Its autumn
color is unspectacular, but in winter,
the leafless branches display lustrous,

— the Nanking cherry

orange-brown bark. {This bark grows
increasingly attractive with age, when
occasional warty lenticels dot the
smooth surface, and paper-thin strips of
older bark peel away in vertical curls.)

In spring, Nanking cherry is one of the
first shrubs to blossom, with pink buds
unfolding to white petals (photo, oppo-
site right). Flowering usually is profuse,
since each bud on a i-year-old shoot
yields two flowers, and 2- to 4-year-old
shoots produce even larger flower clus-
ters (photo, opposite left).

Early summer brings the fruit, which
are ornamential in their own right and
usually borne in profusion, despite the
early blessom time (sidebar, opposite).
Though some self-fertile clones have
been identified, Nanking cherry gener-
ally requires cross-pollination. Nanking
cherry has been cultivated for its fruit
in the cold, semiarid regions of Asia; in
fact, it is the most common fruit plant in
the gardens of the Russian Far East.

In Manchuria, the plant has been
grown as a hedge and as a windbreak, as
well as for its fruit, even in areas with
drifting sand dunes. As Darrow wrote in
1924, “In the rougher portions of Man-
churia, [Nanking cherry] occurs only on
hillsides, where the bushes usually are
3 or 4 feet high and, in early summer,
are red from the abundance of fruit.”
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Opposite: The plump,
colorful fruit of Nanking
cherry has a lively, delicious
favor.

Lefl: Like fireworks in early
spring, the branches of
Nanking cherry explode in
white blossoms.

Above: Each pink bud opens
to a pure white flower.
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Our customers tell us how
pleased they are. A certain
customer in North Carolina
can't believe the quality and
price. Call for a free brochure.

BLACK KNIGHT

RICHARD WALLACE

We’'ve been producing
Canna bulbs at the same
location for over 50 years. All
orders are filled with large,
fresh 3 to 5 eye bulbs. Call
toll free 1-800-365-5528 for
brochure. THEN, order early
to assure adequate supply
for Spring '93.

Grawn with Family Pride since 1928
Route One * Carnegie, OK 73015

Summer also clothes Nanking cherry
in soft, green leaves. One of the plant’s
common names, downy cherry, derives
from the downy hair that covers the
leaves, the new shoots and — if you
look very closely — even the fruit in

SUINET,
N climatic range if given full sun
and well-drained soil. The lim-
its of cultivation are the coldest portiens
of Zone 3 and the warmest portions of
Zone 6. Growth is also very vigorous
{again, given good cultural conditions),
amounting to several feet in a single
3edS0il.

Annual winter pruning is not neces-
sary, but it will bring out the best in this
plant. Trimming some branches, re-
moving others entirely and leaving still
others untouched allows the remaining
branches to be quickly dried by the sun
and by breezes afier rain or snow. This
method of pruning stimulates a steady
supply of young, fruitful branches each
year. In lieu of such meticulous prun-
ing, a row of plants can be sheared as a
hedge.

Nanking cherries thrive for years and
produce abundant crops without need
for pest contrel. The plant is reputedly

anking cherry adapts to a wide

subject fo the usual pests that plague th
Prunus species — most notably pl}lm
curculio, peach tree horer and bre
rot. However, Nanking cherry is leos
affected by these pests than are apricot,
peach, cherry and meany other cultivated
plants in the genus. Occasionally, a
whole limb will die back, probably as a
result of bacterial canker, but this is
rarely a serious problem for a plant that
is constantly renewed by vigorous
shoots near ground level.

Seed propagation is the usual mode
for growing Nanking cherry. Seeds ger-
minate readily as long as they are not
allowed to dry completely before sow-
ing. About 98 percent of the seeds
should germinate after three months of
cool, moist stratification. Flowering and
fruiting usually begin by a seedling’s
third season.

Nanking cherry can be cloned by
standard methods. Seftwood cuttings
root best if they are taken about the time
the fruit is ripening, then treated with a
rooting hormone (8,000 parts per millicn
indole-3-butyric acid in talc) and kept
under mist. Hardwood cuttings should
be prepared from dormanti, 1-year-old
wood cut into 8- to 12-inch lengths.

Grafting methods such as budding
and chip budding, which cause the least
amount of bleeding, are most suit-"le
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Enderlein Nursery Equipment Lig, BR1 Lisle, Ontario, Canada LOM 1MG

YMD 60 Walk-behind Ball Cutter

This compact, portable unit
digs selectively and root prunes

16" 18", 20" and 24" balls!

Visit us at
MANTS and MidAM
January 1993

"‘J

Tel:(705) 466-2532
Fax:(705) 466-2361
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%or Nanking cherry. The following
»lants do not make satisfactory root-
i ~~ks, however: P. avium, P. cerasus
“wiontmorency’, P. mahaleb, P. serrula-
ta, and P. serotina. On the other hand,
these rootstocks have been used with
success: P, cerasifera, P. dulcis, P. hortu-
lana, P. X domestica ssp. insititia, P.
munsoniana, P. nigra, P. persica and P.
ussuriensis.

P. davidiana, a vigorous, drought-
tolerant, easily transplanted rootstock,
has been used in the Orient and even in
the US, but may not be as cold-hardy as
Nanking cherry. P. besseyei (Western
sand cherry) is also compatible, but is
more difficult to bud than other species
and has the bad habit of suckering.

One of the most satisfactory root-
stocks is, of course, Nanking cherry
itself — either seedlings or plants grown
from cuttings.

Naturally, unless superior clones are
identified, clonal propagation is not
really necessary. Most seedlings cur-
renily on the market are highly orna-
mental and bear delicious fruit, hut
breeding and selection could result in
higher-quality, more uniform plants.

Nanking cherry is certainly a plant
worthy of more widespread cultivation,
both for its attractive, tasty fruit and for
it~ *hree seasons of beauty.

R

R()SELAN])

NURSERIES, INC.

33139 GALENA SASSAFRAS RD.
GOLTS, MD 21637

FINE, LARGE CALIPER TREES FROM ASH TO ZELKOVA

OVER FIFTY SUCCESSFUL VARIET{MM
GROWN WITH SPECIAL PRIDE. R PEARS

* TO US, PRICE AND QUALITY ARE EQUALLY IMPORTANT, ALWAYS.
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6P & Aring

FAX or CALL

FOR OUR CURRENT LIST
FAX 410-755-6501

CALL 410-755-6500
B800-428-7334
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The Vandana Direct Seeder is a
“grower friendly" seeder thot allows
visual inspection for singulation
prior to the dropping of seeds. [t
drops one tray at o time and,
therefore, has a high capacity
seeding rate. The only motorized
components are the vacuum and
vibrator motors, which make the
entire Unit easy to maintain.

Growing Systems, Inc.

“' 2950 North Uleil Street, Milwaukee,

W

Wisconsin 53212
(414) 263-3131 Fox(414) 263-2454
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EXC-CEL

TOLL FREE 1-800-476-7544
EXC-CEL * GREENHOUSES

MANUFACTURERS
P.0. BOX 1005 GREENWOOD, 5.C. 28648

PACKAGE

1 - 200,060 BTU gas heater
“...i - 36" slant wall fan, shutters

2 - 42" motorized shutters

4 - 18" H.A.F. heavy duty fan

11- 15" cross braces
2 - 40 £, 100’ 6 mil poly (tops)
2 - 14 ft. x 32 ft. 6 mil poly {ends)
1 - inflation blower

NEW LOW PRIGES!

This price is valid >
through Dec. 31, 1992

28’ x 86'
TOTAL PACKAGE

GREENHOUSES
FRAMES

4 - corner wind braces

3 « thermostats

1 - lot assembling hardware
2 - rolis poly attachment tape
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